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Christian Virtues. .... self-control 


Some thoughts from St. Paul’s 
message in Galatians 5:22, ‘‘the fruit 
of the Spirit is... self-control.” 


It was Sunday afternoon. The pastor 
had gone to the building site to 
inspect the work that had been done 
on the new church building the week 
before. Two workmen appeared on 
the scene, one of them having come 
to collect some tools he had left on 
the site a day or so earlier. The other, 
to whom the pastor had chatted on 
previous occasions, could speak only 
with considerable difficulty. In his 
case, self-control was almost non- 
existent, because he had permitted a 
work of the flesh which St. Paul sets 
in Opposition to the works of the 
Spirit, to take charge: drunkenness, 
Gal.5:27. 


Good Desires 

This example could encourage us to 
think that self-control has to do with 
keeping rein on evil desires and bad 
conduct. Although that is certainly 
the case, self-control refers to the 
controlling of good desires as well as 
bad. For example, if a Christian 
cheerfully and with obvious blessing 
from the Head of the Church is giving 
25% of his income for the Lord’s 
work of proclaiming the Gospel of 
Christ crucified and risen for the 
world, and if he is convinced that his 
fellow Christians ought to do the 
same, he needs to exercise self- 
control when urging them to do so, 
lest by the use of “pressure” he will 
destroy the weaker faith than his own 
which he finds in those fellow 
Christians. In this connection, the 
translation “‘temperance” as in the 
Authorised Version may offer some 
food for thought. 


Examples 

Probably the greatest example of 
self-control in the New Testament 
was St. Paul. When he appeared 
before the Roman Governor Felix, 
Paul “argued about justice and self- 
control and. future judgment” Acts 
24:24) which Felix was unable to 
accept. But even more to the point, 
the apostle explained to the Corinth- 
ians how he kept in training to 
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maintain self-control: “| pommel my 
body and subdue it, lest after preach- 
ing to others | myself should be 
disqualified” (9:27). 

In the Old Testament Daniel stands 
out among those who exercised self- 
control. When the king of Babylon 
ordered a diet of rich food for Daniel 
and his friends during their leader- 
ship training course in preparation 
for serving the king, Daniel instead 
asked for simple fare in keeping with 
the dietary laws of his people. 


Self-control of the tongue 

In his characteristic manner, James 
challenges readers of his Letter: “If 
any one thinks he is religious, and 
does not bridle his tongue but © 
deceives his heart, this man’s religion 
is vain’ (7:26). Peter, in his first 
Letter, quotes from Psalm 34, “He © 
who would love life and see good — 
days, let him keep his tongue from — 
evil and his lips from speaking guile” 
(3:10). Proverbs 21:23 suggests ‘‘He 

who keeps his mouth and his tongue - 
keeps himself out of trouble.” 


Love demands self-control 
The apostle who listed this virtue - 
among the others in Ga/ations 5 told 
the Christians in Rome that if food or 
drink were to cause another believer | 
in Christ to falter in his faith, “it is 
right not to eat meat or drink wine or 
do anything that makes your brother 
stumble” (74:27). And to those at 
Corinth he wrote in a similar vein: 

‘Therefore, if food is a cause of my 
brother’s falling, | will never eat meat, 

lest | cause my brother to fall (8:73). 


Purpose 

When we look at this virtue, it soon 
becomes obvious why the Holy Spirit 
gives this gift. It has practical value. 
Self control controls self, not for the: 
sake of personal pride — not to give 
the individual opportunity to boast 
about his ability, but for service to. 
others. If only we would fully 
appreciate the goodness of our 
generous God, that His Spirit gives: 
us the very gifts we need to serve 
others! Then no doubt we would be: 
more desirous of, and more ready to 
make us of, His gifts! 


PS oo SD. 


To the Memory of a 
Faithful Servant 
Miss Charlotte Lawton 
5 August 1910-29 March 1983 


In the Church as a Whole 

“The Lord gave, and the Lord has 
taken away; blessed be the name of 
the Lord” Job 7:27. 


From time to time the Lord gives 
exceptional gifts to His Church. Miss 
Charlotte Lawton (‘‘Auntie Charlotte”, 
as she was affectionately known 
among us) was one of those rare gifts 
of God. She and Dr. Pearce were the 
two people most identified with the 
ELCE in the minds of people through- 
out our worldwide fellowship. Just 
four months after our Lord called 
Dr. Pearce home, He called Auntie 
‘Charlotte home. This is truly the end 


‘of an era in the ELCE. 


When Norma and | came to the 
ELCE twenty-eight years ago, Auntie 
Charlotte and her sister Marie were 
among the first ELCE members we 
met. Together with Dr. Pearce they 
formed the “mission team” with 
whom we linked for our orientation 
in the ELCE with the launching of the 
“Bromley Mission” in the Downham 
Community Hall. Having been 
guided into the ELCE mission 
methods by this dynamic threesome, 
my Call took us to St. Andrews 


Lutheran Congregation at Ruislip. 
There also Charlotte and Marie 
played a significant role in our intro- 
duction to the parish. They took us 
into their home for two months until 
St. Andrews acquired a parsonage 
for us to move into. During these two 
months we received the loving 
concern and encouragement and 
practical help and advice of these two 
highly respected and experienced 
partners in the Lord’s work. Since 
they had been working with Dr. 
Pearce in the launching of the Ruislip 
Mission during the preceding year, 
their wise counsel and encourage- 
ment were greatly appreciated. 


Before they helped to launch the 
Ruislip and Bromley missions, the 
Lawton sisters had been active mem- 
bers and dedicated workers in Luther- 
Tyndale Congregation and in the 
London Lutheran Missionary Society, 
and since then they gave their valu- 
able help and support to every 
mission and congregation of the 
ELCE — even when they had to travel 
hundreds of miles to do so, as in East 
Kilbride, they were there, delivering 
handbills, welcoming visitors, making 
cups of tea, speaking to people, and 
whatever else they could so as faith- 
ful ambassadors of Christ and His 
Church. 


Involved as she was in the total life of 
the ELCE from its inception, Auntie 
Charlotte knew our Church. from 
every angle — from the congre- 
gations, from the missions, and from 
the Central Office. Whatever occasion 
or function there was anywhere in 
the ELCE (Synod, Conferences, Meet- 
ings, Rallies, etc.) Auntie Charlotte 
was there as the reliable behind-the- 
scenes worker to ensure that every- 
thing was properly arranged and 
provided for. There can never be 
another Auntie Charlotte. 


We thank God for all she has meant 
to us. Her memory will always be 
gratefully cherished among us, and 
her life will always be an inspiration 
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to us. ‘Blessed are the dead who die 
in the Lord from henceforth. Blessed 
indeed, says the Spirit, that they may 
rest from their labours, for their 
deeds follow them.” (Rev. 13:74) 


The Rev. A. E. Rakow 
ELCE Chairman 


At the Central Office 

Aunt Charlotte was a sincere and 
warm friend to all. Whenever help 
was needed she was the first to offer 
assistance and advice. In fact, | can 
never recollect Aunt Charlotte refus- 
ing to help anyone, no matter how 
small or how large the task was, or 
whoever it was for. The result of her 
willingness often caused her to have 
more work than she could manage. 


Aunt Charlotte would always give a 
word of advice when she saw it was 
needed, often saying: “I will not be 
upset if you don’t take my advice.” 
However, | can guarantee that her 
advice would be right. 


When | first learned that | had been 
appointed Office Manager at the 
ELCE Central Office, | prayed to God 
to give me the wisdom and strength 
needed to carry out this very impor- 
tant and rewarding job. He answered 
my prayer through Aunt Charlotte. 
She became my wisdom and my 
strength, and | am sure she shared 
that same wisdom, strength and 
encouragement with others who 
knew her. 


Aunt Charlotte knew a remarkable 
amount of history and information of 
the ELCE and of the Lutheran Church 
in other countries. Her departure is a 
great loss to us all. In His wisdom 
God took her away before we could 
properly thank her for all she had 
done for the ELCE, for the Central 
Office staff and for all who knew her. 


Mr. Trevor M. Cooper 
Central Office Manager 
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The Junior Holiday Bible Camp 

She had a part in preparing the advert 
for The Times ‘Wanted: small castle 
or country house.” Responses to this 
advert ultimately led via an indirect 
route to the purchase of Hothorpe 
Hall, where for many years she spent 
a full week each year as “Secretary” 
of the Holiday Bible Camp of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
England. If that title suggests keeping 
record of the children attending, and 
possibly also of the fees paid by each 
camper, that is far too limiting to 
describe the work Auntie Charlotte 
did in connection with Camp. That 
work included, among those items 
just mentioned, assigning rooms in 
the house and stables, arranging for 
the coach to go on the mid-week 
outing (often to Wicksteed Park near 
Kettering), bringing her ‘Jesus oil” 
to help soothe scratches and stings 
and tired muscles, having on hand 
her special notebook to keep record 
of pocket money which campers 
entrusted to her keeping prior to their 
spending it in the sweet shop, and, as 
many campers will fondly 
remember, tucking them into bed at 
the end of a day filled with worship, 
Bible study, handicrafts, games, 
hikes and other activities. On one 
occasion she stated categorically 
that she was reluctant to come to 
Hothorpe Hall for any other reason 
than the Junior Camp, because, in 
her own words, ‘‘Hothorpe means 
children.” 


It should be emphasised, however, 
that the ELCE Holiday Bible Camp did 
not come into being at Hothorpe Hall. 
Charlotte had been with the children 
of our Sunday Schools and with 
other adult leaders at several places 
on the south coast and in Gloucester- 
shire where the Camp was held, but 
most of the years she served the 
Camp were at Hothorpe. It was her 
privilege, in 1972, to be able to look 
back on 21 years of such service. One 
wonders how many men and women 


can look back to their time as boys 
and girls at the ELCE Camp with 
appreciation to Auntie Charlotte? 
Certainly those of us who were 


privileged to work with her as leaders 
must be grateful to God for this faith- 
ful servant! 


The Editor. 


WHY REMEMBER LUTHER? 


A new series to commemorate the 500 anniversary of the Birth of the Reformer. In the 
first, Tutor Glen Zweck deals with Luther's conversion under the heading. 


The Righteousness of God 


The concept of the righteousness of 
God played a key role in the theo- 
logical development of Martin 
Luther. The correct understanding of 
the meaning this term has in Scrip- 
ture is necessary for anyone who 
wants to understand why the Refor- 
mation happened, and why Luther is 
still important after 500 years. 
Luther shared the common view of 
his day that when the term ‘‘the 
righteousness of God” was used in 
Scripture, it pointed to that attribute 
of God which moved Him to punish 
sin. The righteous God was the God 
who kept a stern eye fixed upon 
sinners, threatening them with con- 
demnation for their failure to 
measure up to His demands. This 
prejudice about the meaning that this 
term has in Scripture created 
problems for anyone who took it 
seriously. 

God thus became an unrelenting 
tyrant, a God to be feared rather than 
a God to be loved. With such a God to 
‘worship, it was very difficult ever to 
‘have assurance that one was saved. 
Salvation via the monastery 

The safest way to gain assurance of 
salvation was considered to be the 
taking of the cowl: becoming a monk 
or a nun. It is this theology of the 
Middle Ages that was chiefly respon- 
sible for Luther's decision to enter a 
monastery. Whatever the other 
circumstances, his underlying 
motive was to gain peace of soul. 
Peace of soul would come through 
the assurance of salvation. Assur- 
ance of salvation would come 


through becoming a monk. That was 
the received wisdom of the day; and 
Luther was applying precisely that 
remedy which the established 
theology of his day recommended. 


But Luther’s becoming a monk did 
not bring him peace. On the contrary, 
it brought him a sharper conflict. The 
more conscientious he was as a 
monk, the more painfully obvious it 
became to him that he could not 
measure up to the standards of the 
holy and righteous God who was 
keeping a watch on him. He explains 
this situation in his own words: 

As a monk, | led an irreproachable 
life. Nonetheless, | felt that | was a 
sinner before God. My conscience 
was restless, and / could not depend 
on God being propitiated by my 
satisfactions. Not only did / not love, 
but /actually hated the righteous God 
who punishes sinners... Thus a 
furious battle raged within my per- 
plexed conscience... (Saarnivaara, 
Luther Discovers the Gospel, p.36) 

It was by following the official theo- 
logy and by treading the path of 
salvation mapped out by the Church 
of his day that Luther was led into this 
desperate situation. He was led out of 
it by a gracious God, who forced him 
to walk a path he did not want to 
walk. 


The Reluctant Professor 

Luther was orderéd by his superior in 
the monastery to study for his 
doctor’s degree, undertake 
preaching, and assume the chair of 
Bible at the University in Wittenberg. 
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That Luther was indeed a clever man 
is shown by the fact that he was able 
immediately to stammer out 15 
reasons why she should not do so — 
basically because so much work 
would kill him. But his superior was 
equal to the occasion and dismissed 
his objections by pointing out: 
“Quite all right. God has plenty of 
work for clever men to do in heaven.” 
(Bainton, Here | Stand, p.45) 

So Luther was forced, against his 
will, to undertake intensive study of 
Scripture. It was through this study 
that he was shown the error of his 
interpretation of the righteousness of 
God. 

The conflict with which he was con- 
fronted in his study of Scripture was 
this: If the righteousness of God 
means only that God is righteous and 
must therefore punish all men who 
are not righteous, then the righteous- 
ness of God should always be associ- 
ated, in Scripture, with thoughts of 
death, doom, despair and judgment. 
But there are many instances in 
Scripture where the very opposite is 
the case: where the righteousness of 
God is closely linked with life, hope, 
joy and salvation. How could this be? 
That was the problem with which 
Luther wrestled. 

We do not know precisely which 
passages of the Bible Luther had in 
mind. The reader who wishes to 
understand the kind of problem that 
is involved may care to study the 
following. In each passage, God's 
righteousness appears ina context of 
rejoicing in the grace of God rather 
than in a context of quivering before 
His wrath. Twice in these passages it 
is even translated by the RSV as 
“deliverance” rather than as 
“righteousness”. Psalm = 57:14. 
Psalm 85, esp.vv. 10-14. Psalm 89: 15- 
17,26. 1sa.33:5-6; 45:21,25; 51:4-8. 


The Breakthrough 
The crunch finally came for Luther in 
his study of Romans 1:17. \n this 
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verse, like those above, the righteous- 
ness of God is linked, not with death, 
but with life. At last the solid wall of 
Luther’s prejudice crumbled before 
the battering ram of God’s Word. He 
tells us: 


Day and night | tried to meditate 
upon the significance of these words: 
“The righteousness of God is 
revealed in it, as it is written: ‘The 
righteous shall live by faith.’”’ Then, 
finally, God had mercy on me, and | 
began to understand that the 
righteousness of God is that gift of 
God by which a righteous man lives, 
namely, faith, and that this sentence 
“The righteousness of God is 
revealed in the Gospel” is passive, 
indicating that the merciful God justi- 
fies us by faith, as it is written: “The 
righteous shall live by faith.” Now | 
felt as though / had been reborn alto- 
gether and had entered Paradise. In 
the same moment the face of the 
whole Scripture became apparent to 
me. My mind ran through the 
Scriptures, as far as | was able to 
recollect them, seeking analogies in 
other phrases, such as the work of 
God by which He makes us strong, 
the wisdom of God by which He 
makes us wise, the strength of God, 
the salvation of God, the glory of 
God. (Saarnivaara, p.36-7). 


Again, we do not know the specific 
passages Luther had in mind. The 
following, however, may help to 
illustrate his point: Exodus 14:73. 
Acts 28:28 (the salvation of God). 
1 Cor. 2:6-10 (the wisdom of God). 
John 6:29 (the work of God). 


Luther's rediscovery of the Scriptural — 
teaching that the righteousness of 
God is the righteousness obtained 
for us by Christ and presented to us 
by God as a gift is a legacy that will 
endure. It is a legacy which Christians 
will always commemorate with joy. 


St. David, Cardiff 

The people of St. David pleased to 
hear Mr. Graham Jenks, a former 
member and elder, preach his first 
sermon recently... pot-luck dinner 
following the Service affords mem- 
bers opportunity for renewing friend- 
ships... 20th March David Puzey 
installed as elder... Junior Youth 
Club attendance up to 26... Sunday 
School attendance down... 7 youths 
attend Luther League weekend at 
Cambridge... Members of Youth 
Group plan visit to Germany in 
August. 


St. Peters, Plymouth 

Services continue to be held in 
Cornwall and Torquay... Bible 
Study sessions continue to be en- 
joyed, but coming to the close of an 
in-depth look at the Letter to the 
Galatians... All congregational 
activities continue on a regular basis. 


Luther-Tyndale/St. Pauls 

Kentish Town & Borehamwood 
Lenten devotions in both congre- 
gations include a joint celebration of 
a Passover meal... St. Pauls hold 
‘well-attended Family Service Easter 
morning... Luther-Tyndale rejoice 
at the Confirmation of four young 
members... Members’ sorrowat the 
unexpected death of Miss Charlotte 
Lawton is shared by many members 
of the ELCE at the funeral service 
April 12th... Easter Bible School at 
Kentish Town attracts new children 
to Sunday School... New Service 
time at Luther-Tyndale is now 10 a.m. 


Holy Cross, Sheffield 
Sunday School continues to grow... 
we shall soon need additional help 


FROM THE TAMAR 
TO THE CLYDE 


for teachers and Pre-Confirmation 
Class leader (any ready-made Lutheran 
family thinking of moving to Sheffield 
will be most welcome!) ... Wednes- 
day Club shows growth and feeds 
Sunday School and regular Worship 
Services... two men join Confirma- 
tion class together with one teenage 
girl while two confirmed ladies take 
part as a “refesher’’... Thieves 
remove yet more lead from the roof, 
and although the new plastic sheet 
and sellotape flashings are not very 
attractive they are effective... 12 
turn up for working Saturday on 
Church and grounds. 


St. Andrews/Allhallows 

Ruislip & Sunbury 

The Youth of Allhallows and St. 
Andrews think twinning idea is a 
good one: St. Andrews supplies the 
boys and Allhallows the girls... A 
youth confirmation class began as a 
joint class, but carried on separately 
for practical reasons of travel, etc. ... 
On Easter day four Allhallows girls 
were confirmed: Justine Davison, 
Carole Jackson, Sarah Hancock and 
Christine Scruby ... Two weeks leter 
at St. Andrews three boys were con- 
firmed: Stephen Pemberton, Doug 
Schaller and Peter Van Arkadie... 
Members of the “twin” congregations 
joined as guests of the other for each 
of the Services... A joint Service for 
the two congregations was held this 
year at St. Andrews on Maundy 
Thursday and at Allhallows on 
Ascension Day... A joint “informal 
come-if-you-want-to” family outing 
was held on the May Day Bank Holi- 
day ata beauty spot near Sunbury... 
Joint “Christian Growth’’ meetings 
are being planned as a follow-up. 


St. Columba, East Kilbride 

Church cleaning and gardening day 
helps to improve the appearance of 
our House of Worship... Luther 
League begins meeting again and 
some young people are saving for 
Holiday Bible Camp at Hothorpe 
Hall... Calling is being done on all 
Sunday School children and their 
families... congregation makes 
plans to emphasise evangelism 
during the Trinity season. 


Westfield House, Cambridge 

On May 1 the Order or First Sermon 
was conducted by The Rev. A. E. 
Rakow at St. David Lutheran Church, 
Cardiff, for Mr. Graham Jenks, third 
year student at Westfield House. 
Mr. Jenks gave his first sermon to a 
full congregation in his ‘‘home” 
church. Presented to the Church by 
the Preceptor and Tutor of Westfield 
House, the event took place thirteen 
years after Mr. Jenks was confirmed 
in this same church by Preceptor 
Feuerhahn, at that time Pastor of 
St. David... At the same Service it 
was announced that the application 
of Mr. Andrew Norris, another son of 
St. David, had been accepted. He is at 
present working for Concordia Pub- 


lishing House Ltd. at Hothorpe Hall 
and will commence his studies at 
Westfield House in the Michaelmas 
Term 1983... In the Easter Term, 
meanwhile, Westfield House has 
been pleased to have a student from 
Our partner church in Denmark, 
Mr. Vagn Lyrstrand. Mr. Lyrstrand, 
having completed his studies at the 
University of Copenhagen, has come 
to Westfield for further seminary 
training before being ordained in 
Copenhagen on June 26th. With him 
are his wife, Liz, and their two 
daughters. 


Good Shepherd, Coventry 

Pastor continues to conduct assem- 
blies at local schools monthly... 
Joshua James Roland Fry born 4th 
February to Sue and Pastor... Bible 
Class continues study of Acts .. .Mid- 
week Lenten Sermons on Words 
from the Cross... Social evening 
March 18th planned with Italian 
flavour at which play written by 
Missions Committee is performed... 
Confirmation of two on Palm Sunday, 
Janet Want and Sue Lodge... Easter 
Communion Service at 8 followed by 
breakfast... Youth instruction class 
held Mondays. 


ale ale ols ale ale oie ale ole Glee 


News from our Churches 


EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 


At its meeting on March 10th the 
Council co-opted Mr. Trevor Cooper, 
ELCE Office Manager, to serve as Lay 
Councillor to fill the unexpired term of 
Mr. E. Nickless, who had resigned some 
months ago. At the same meeting the 
Council took note of the retirement of 
Mrs. Hilda Price, long-serving CEF 
Representative at St. Peters, Plymouth. 
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The Rev. A. E. Rakow, ELCE Chair- 
man, reported to the April 28th meeting: 
that he had received a cheque for £2,000) 

from an anonymous donor in memory of 
Dr. E. Geo. Pearce and Miss Charlotte 

Lawton, the amount to be placed int | 
the Church’s Supplementary Pension. 
Fund. He also reported that Mrs. Berte’ 
Bruer of Allhallows, Sunbury, is now. 
working part-time at the Central Office 


SYNOD 1983 


To be held September 16th and 17th at 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church, Totten- 
ham, London, the 1983 Synod is to meet 
under the theme “‘Captive to the Word”’. 
In three Services on Friday morning, 
Saturday morning and Saturday evening, 
the subjects for the sermons are to be 
“By Grace Alone’, “By Faith Alone” 
and “‘By Christ Alone’. On the Friday 
evening of Synod a Memorial Service 
for Dr. E. Geo. Pearce is to be held at 
neighbouring Luther-Tyndale Memorial 
Church in Kentish Town, London. The 
Synod Essay, to be presented on Satur- 
day by Tutor Glen Zweck of Westfield 
House, Cambridge, is to be entitled “By 
Scripture Alone”’. 


LUTHER LEAGUE 


Reporter: The Rev. R. H. Bruer 

The Palm Sunday streets of early 
Jerusalem rang with the shouts of praise 
of the little children. The Palm Sunday 
courts of Westfield House and Resur- 
rection Lutheran Church Cambridge 
rang with the praise of the youth of 
tne ELCE. 


That Palm Sunday weekend — the 26th 
and 27th March 1983 — was the Rally/ 
Convention of the Luther League of 
Great Britain. In attendance were 44 
youth and leaders from 8 ELCE 
churches. 


The programme began on Saturday with 
everyone bringing a packed lunch, with 
drinks and soup provided at Westfield. 
After lunch the group assembled for 
Opening Worship, introductions, laying 
down of rules, and agreeing to the 
weekend’s programme; after which we 
walked across Cambridge to enjoy an 
afternoon of swimming. 

All the catering for the weekend — the 
preparing and serving of the food and 
the washing up afterwards — was done 
by the young people themselves as is 
customary at these gatherings. David 
Mould and Sandra Simons from All- 
hallows Sunbury were in charge of the 
“kitchen parade’ and preparing the 
rotas so that everyone took a turn with 


the meals, teas, etc. We are grateful to 
Mrs. Margaret McKay and Pastor 
Laetsch for doing the shopping before- 
hand for us once again. 


At the A.G.M. of the Luther League on 
Saturday evening, the outgoing officers 
were roundly thanked for their past 
service: Paul Stanzl and Jonathan Bruer, 
Chairman and V.Chairman from All- 
hallows, Sunbury, and Julie Covington, 
Treasurer from Our Saviour, Fareham. 
The newly elected officers are: Paul 
Rouse, Chairman from St. Andrews, 
Ruislip, Danny Phagoo and Pamela 
Phagoo V.Chairman and Treasurer 
from Holy Trinity, Tottenham. Sandra ° 
Simons from Allhallows, Sunbury, stays 
on as Secretary for another term. We 
pray the Lord and His people to give 
these young people full support as 
leaders in the Christian faith and life 
among our youth. 


It was proposed by the Board for Youth 
that the Shield (given by Mr. V. Graf 
years ago to encourage youth work) be 
presented to the youth of Christ Lutheran 
Church in Petts Wood, and this was 
unanimously agreed to by the young 
people. Reports had previously been 
sent in to the Youth Board from all our 
churches to give an overview of their 
youth programme. A number of those 
churches present also gave reports on 
their activities. 


A hooked rug stating that “JESUS 
LIVES” — begun last year at Holiday 
Bible Camp and completed by the 
Sunbury youth — was presented to 
Westfield House (see cover). 


Tutor Glen Zweck presented a lively 
topic on the theme of the Convention: 
“GUILTY UNTIL PROVEN INNO- 
CENT!” — an accent on the article of 
Justification by Grace alone through 
Faith in Christ. He divided the assembly 
into small groups for further discussion. 
The Saturday evening ended with a 
social of games, devotional singing and '' 
“supper”. All the boys slept on the floor 
in Resurrection hall — the girls in West- 
field House. 


gy 


The loss of one hour’s sleep with the 
time-change to Summer Time was not 
too harmful, and breakfast was cooked 
and consumed well ahead of schedule, 
giving free time for a chat and a walk 
before Bible Class. This was again on 
the theme of the weekend, and led by 
Pastor David Borgas of St. Peters, 
Plymouth. Palm Sunday worship was 


The weekend finished with a good old- 
fashioned Sunday Dinner of “bangers 
and mash” before everyone headed 
back to the safety of their own homes. 
Our grateful thanks to Westfield House 
and Resurrection Lutheran Church for 
allowing the young people to “invade” 
their premises. The weekend was both 
enjoyable and spiritually uplifting. 


enjoyed with Resurrection 
congregation. 


MEMORIAL WREATHS 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of the Chairman of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of England, dearly beloved Dr. E. Geo. Pearce, from Rev. and 
Mrs. R. Winger, Mrs. Theresa Schram, Mr. and Mrs. G. Jeffries, Rev. and 
Mrs. John Hennig, Rev. and Mrs. C. R. Moermond, Rey. M. J. Lutz, Rev. L. H. 
Geerach, Mrs. Adela Sherriff, Mrs. Betty Vikse, Eleanor Nielson, Edna Paterson, 
Mrs. and Mrs. G. Vikse, Mr. and Mrs. J. Adam, Mrs. Theresa Goebel, Norman 
and Mildred Schwermann, Mr. and Mrs. R. Hennig, Mrs. K. Fox, Rev. and 
Mrs. V. Hennig, Mr. and Mrs. D. Pearce, Mr. and Mrs. P. J. Beach, Dr. and 
Mrs. A. N. Schwermann, Mr. and Mrs. R. Goertz, Mr. and Mrs. C. Raby, Mr. 
and Mrs. V. Schmidt, Rey. and Mrs. E. Lehman, Gertrude Paterson, Mrs. 
George Schepp, Mr. and Mrs. J. Lyons, Mr. and Mrs. R. Ratke, Mr. H. W. 
Hennig, Mrs. B. Barker, Dr. and Mrs. H. Kemnitz, St. Pauls Lutheran Congre- 
gation — Borehamwood, Mrs. M. Welch, Mrs. E. Gapper, Immanuel Lutheran 
Congregation — Liverpool, Mr. and Mrs. T. Smith, Holy Cross Lutheran Congre- 
gation — Sheffield, Miss A. Atkins, Rey. and Mrs. R. Feuerhahn, Mr. and Mrs. L. 
Dickens, to the Church Extension Fund £2,511.76 (this includes amount published 
in Jan. B.L.) 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of the Central Office Secretary and 
Parish Worker, dearly beloved Miss Charlotte Lawton, from Mrs. R. Stewart, 
Mrs. M. Launer, Rey. and Mrs. A. J. Amith, Mr. P. Kerley, Mrs. G. Davis, Mrs. 
M. Welch, Mrs. J. D. Taylor, Mr. and Mrs. W. Quirk, Mr. and Mrs. G. W. 
Humphreys, Mr. A. C. Kauth, Mr. and Mrs. E. J. Kauth, Miss M. E. Tims, 
Mr. P. M. White, Mr. and Mrs. G. J. Watts, Miss B. M. Varley, Rev. R. J. Patkai, 
Mr. and Mrs. R. Kinnear, Mr. and Mrs. M. Letman, Mr. and Mrs. D. A. Pike, 
Mr. and Mrs. R. F. Dunsbier, Miss C. U. McMilland, Baron and Mrs. W. F. 
Wolf, Mr. W. E. G. Gray, Mr. and Mrs. T. M. Smith, Mrs. F. E. Wilkin, Mr. and 


Mrs. A. E. Rakow, Rev. and Mrs. R. H. Bruer, Mr. and Mrs. L. Dickens, Mr. 
and Mrs. C. R. Kauth, Mr. and Mrs. P. M. Kauth, Mr. and Mrs. T. M. Cooper, 
to the Church Extension Fund £304.00. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. S. Bamford, from Mr. and Mrs. 
L. Dickens, to the Church Extension Fund, an unspecified gift. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mrs. Ann Smith, from Holy Cross 
Lutheran Congregation — Sheffield, to the Church Extension Fund £8.00. 


To the glory of God and in loving memory of Mr. George G. Flemming, from Mr. 
and Mrs. A. R. Flemming, to the Church Extension Fund, £500@@. 


Mrs. W. Newell, Mrs. C. Brooke, Misses Mildred and Margaret Oakley, Rey. and 


Songs in the 
Night 


Psalm 77:6: “J call to remembrance my song 
in the night; I commune with mine own heart; 
and my spirit made diligent search.” 


he night is a time of mystery, of dread, 

of evil deeds. Men have always feared 
the night and have taken elaborate pre- 
cautions against the dangers that lurk in the 
darkness. In our day we have coined a flippant 
phrase to describe the artificial courage that 
men summon to ward off these fears of the 
unknown. ‘“‘Whistling in the dark,” we call it. 


The Christian, however, does not have to 
“whistle in the dark.” He dispels his fears with 
a better melody. He sings “‘songs in the 
night.”” Hymns of praise, thankfulness, and 
trust well from the Christian heart. This is the 
best antidote to fear. 


The night is also a time for introspection. 
After the bustle and din of the day we can 
pause to take stock of our deeds and misdeeds 
and to think long thoughts of the morrow. 
Like the Psalmist, in the night we can ‘“‘com- 
mune with our own heart” and let our spirit 
“make diligent search.” 


Such self-examination is a wholesome 
spiritual exercise. Busy as we are, we are 
really never too busy for meditation, for 
prayer, for giving thought to God. When 
night’s shadows falls, it is good to remember 
Him — His guidance during the day, His 
ceaseless care, and His multiplied blessings. 
His love for us makes us sing — to break into 
“songs in the night.” 


The night is a time, too, for relaxation. 
Men like to relax by singing, to shed the cares 
of the day with song. Songs of joy, songs of 
fellowship, have their place. 


But there are some songs that men sing 
in the night that indeed belong to the realm 
of spiritual night. Their music inflames 
man’s baser nature. Their words offend the 
Christian’s high and pure ideals. 


Such songs do not cross the Christian lips 
or resound in the Christian’s home. He, too, 
sings ‘songs in the night,” but his songs do 
honor to God and express the joy of the 
Christian life. 


Songs filled the night when Christ was 
born. The angels’ music made the heavens 
ring. Those celestial hymns should strike a 
chord in each Christian heart and find their 
echo in the songs we sing in the night. 


THOMAS COATES 


FEBRUARY 15, 1955 
from Lutheran Witness 


Preacher 
Returns to 
City 

Former Cardiff architect Mr. Graham 
Jenks will be making a return visit to his 
native city tomorrow to preach at the church 
where he was once part of the congregation. 

For Mr. Jenks is on a five-year course at 
Cambridge which will lead to his ordination as 
a Lutheran pastor. 

And but for his profession as an architect he 
might never have taken the big decision to 
become a minister. 

For St. David Lutheran Church in Fair- 
water, which was built about 16 years ago, 
won the RIBA bronze medal and the interest 
of Mr. Jenks, then working in Cardiff. 

He is in his third year of his course and is 
now ready to deliver his first sermon, which is 
an important step on the road to his future 
career, and accepted the invitation from 
St. David. 

Mr. Jenks, married with three children, is 
the first person from St. David to take on the 
ministry. 

Tomorrow pastor John Fraser will be 
taking the service at 11 a.m. with Mr. Jenks 
giving the sermon. 


From the South Wales Echo, 
Saturday, April 30, 1983 
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Why church is celebrating 


IT’S been a week for celebrating at 
David's Lutheran church in Fairwa 
Cardiff, much to the delight of Pas 
John Fraser. 

On Sunday former Cardiff architect 
Graham Jenks returned to the chu 
where he had once been part of 
congregation, to deliver his first serm 
He is on a five-year course at Cambri 
which will lead to his ordination a 
Lutheran pastor. 

On the same day it was offici 
announced that Andrew Norris, aged! 
of Fairwater Road, at the momen 
manager's assistant in the Luthe 
publishing house near Lutterworth, Le 
has also been accepted at Cambridge 
study for the ministry. 


South Wales Echo, 
Friday, May 6th, 1983 


Have you invested in CEF late! 
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